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Legislative Update Week 3
Jan. 29, 2022

Top 3 Things to Know
Vouchers - Your voice is making a difference in the Senate voucher fight. Read more

below and don't forget to take action! In the House, H.4879, a dangerous new voucher bill
was introduced in the House and referred to committee on Thursday, Jan. 27. Check out
the Jeers for more!

Unencumbered Time - The Full Senate Education Committee made several The SCEA
recommended amendments to S.946, a bill for unencumbered time for teachers, before
voting to give a favorable report to the Senate. More information to come as this bill
progresses towards becoming law!

Honesty in Education - Several bills that seek to that pit parents against educators
were discussed in the House Education & Public Works Committee. H.4325, H.4343,
H.4392, H.4605, and H.4799 on their surface claim to focus on banning "Critical Race
Theory" but in actuality impose top-down censorship policies. The public will be able to
make comment at a hearing on these bills on the afternoon of Feb. 8 after the House
adjourns. To put your name on the list to make comment, contact Executive Assistant
Ginger Lee by email at GingerLee@schouse.gov or call 803-734-3053.

Keep it up: Your voice is making a
difference on vouchers!

Cheers - Engaged members like you. Your voice is making a difference in the fight
against harmful voucher bill. Based on the list of bill sponsors reducing from 22, to 21,
and now 20 that Senator Gustafson (R, Kershaw) dropped sponsorship of S.935., as well
as several comments about constituent emails and calls in the Senate Education

Not getting Members Matter to your inbox? Members Matter is sent to all the email address on 
file for all The SCEA members. 

Don't forget to check your junk folder or the Promotions folder of gmail. To check your email on 
file with The SCEA, contact Membership at membership@thescea.org or call 803-551-4141. 

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=f77a3f17df560ac7eb80a59e8c56e749103f94cd6084f0a37788d014c63aebb34811d83af93651debab4fb25fc0391bfbbae9301effa0f71
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=f77a3f17df560ac705f955946b723a0538bfd5eb6a516bbc6095273debefbbacdaba86137b775fd3dad3f8cf2fa2844e2b14b5df61ceaa6e
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=f77a3f17df560ac7f397399a690a3e03f1f395c51be9d9cb6c97b02b4a361722f4fafe5ebca2770ca8bef9c6eccccc3d401edcc2ebe741f3
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8e4902c38fec2eb309fad9e80c3cef433ac32a3f9b82ae1127fb48fb2f991604b34c407055e9da28dd3d2666be8d324456
mailto:GingerLee@schouse.gov?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20comment%20at%20the%202.8.22%20hearing%20for%20H.4325%2C%20H.4343%2C%20H.4392%2C%20H.4605%2C%20H.4799
mailto:penrygustafson@scsenate.gov.?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8e60d61cfbb081bd8055adeb58a4b4326f95de0ad127bdb3c677b41092e9d7b61386fd1cbbc9e323e707c2828ec0205ba5
membership@thescea.org
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Subcommittee discussion on S.935 this week indicate that hearing from constituents is
making a difference! Keep it up! 

Eight Nine Republican Senators—Talley (Spartanburg)*, Shealy (Lexington), Young
(Aiken), Senn (Charleston), Martin (Spartanburg), Johnson (York), Alexander
(Oconee), Cromer (Newberry) and Gustafson (Kershaw)—are not sponsors of the harmful
voucher bill S.935. If one of these Senators is your state Senator, click on their name to
send an email thanking them for not sponsoring S.935 and urging them not to support the
bill. *Senator Talley is on the Education Subcommittee considering S.935. (Not sure who
your Senator is? Use this link!)

👎👎

Jeers - Twenty-one Twenty out of 29 Republican Senators are sponsoring S.935
Education Scholarship Account Vouchers. 

If one of these 21 20 Republican Senators is your state Senator, click on their name below
to send an email to let them know you are disappointed in their support for S.935, a bill
that harms public schools. (Not sure who your Senator is? Use this link!)

Grooms (Berkeley), Loftis (Greenville), Goldfinch (Georgetown), Verdin (Laurens), Rice
(Pickens)*, Cash (Anderson), Adams (Berkeley), Climer (York), Peeler (Cherokee), Garrett
(McCormick), Kimbrell (Spartanburg), Davis (Beaufort), Campsen (Charleston), Hembree
(Horry), Turner (Greenville), Corbin (Greenville), Bennett (Dorchester), Massey (Edgefield)*,
Gambrell (Anderson), and Rankin (Horry), and Jackson (D, Richland)*

*Note that Senators including Senators Rice (R, Pickens), Massey (R,
Edgefield), and Jackson (D, Richland) are on the Education Subcommittee considering
S.935.

Four Representatives— Smith (R, Sumter), Lucas (R, Darlington), Simrill (R, York), and
Erickson (R, Beaufort) introduced H.4879, another harmful voucher bill with many
similarities to S.935 on Thursday, Jan. 27.

At this point in the process, all House members need to hear from you. Send your
Representative an email to let them know you do not support private school vouchers and
not to support H.4879. (Not sure who your Representative is? Use this link!)

mailto:ScottTalley@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:KatrinaShealy@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:TomYoung@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:SandySenn@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:ShaneMartin@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:michaeljohnson@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:ThomasAlexander@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:RonnieCromer@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
mailto:penrygustafson@scsenate.gov.?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8e60d61cfbb081bd8055adeb58a4b4326f95de0ad127bdb3c677b41092e9d7b61386fd1cbbc9e323e707c2828ec0205ba5
mailto:ScottTalley@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20sponsoring%20S.935
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ee05855f10dd9560c30bfe0b055d2d9d8a7d7d198e315f2dd82ae203339c3486daaf4c34786760bd73a83ef4148aba445
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8e60d61cfbb081bd8055adeb58a4b4326f95de0ad127bdb3c677b41092e9d7b61386fd1cbbc9e323e707c2828ec0205ba5
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ee05855f10dd9560c30bfe0b055d2d9d8a7d7d198e315f2dd82ae203339c3486daaf4c34786760bd73a83ef4148aba445
mailto:LarryGrooms@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:DwightLoftis@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:StephenGoldfinch@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:DannyVerdin@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:RexRice@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:RichardCash@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:brianadams@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:WesClimer@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:HarveyPeeler@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:BillyGarrett@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:joshkimbrell@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:TomDavis@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:ChipCampsen@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:GregHembree@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:RossTurner@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:TomCorbin@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:SeanBennett@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:ShaneMassey@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:MikeGambrell@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:LukeRankin@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:DarrellJackson@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20urge%20you%20to%20oppose%20S.935
mailto:RexRice@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:ShaneMassey@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20S.935
mailto:DarrellJackson@scsenate.gov?subject=I%20urge%20you%20to%20oppose%20S.935
mailto:MurrellSmith@schouse.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20HJR.4879
mailto:jaylucas@schouse.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20HJR.4879
mailto:GarySimrill@schouse.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20HJR.4879
mailto:shannonerickson@schouse.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20HJR.4879
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=f77a3f17df560ac705f955946b723a0538bfd5eb6a516bbc6095273debefbbacdaba86137b775fd3dad3f8cf2fa2844e2b14b5df61ceaa6e
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=f77a3f17df560ac705f955946b723a0538bfd5eb6a516bbc6095273debefbbacdaba86137b775fd3dad3f8cf2fa2844e2b14b5df61ceaa6e
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ee05855f10dd9560c30bfe0b055d2d9d8a7d7d198e315f2dd82ae203339c3486daaf4c34786760bd73a83ef4148aba445
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Above: Team The SCEA stops for a quick picture with Senator Mike Fanning and fellow educators at
the discussion of S.935.

During the third discussion of S.935, no public comment was taken. However, there were
members of the public wishing to speaking present, including members of The SCEA. The
Subcommittee, however, carried over the discussion to a fourth meeting (not
scheduled yet). 

Testimony is not the only way to make your voice heard on this important issue.

You can help get the word out about this harmful legislation and the severe
consequences it could have for public schools by sharing on social media and, most
importantly, writing to the members of the Senate Education Subcommittee now.

Click below to send your email to all five Senators on the Subcommittee!

Email the Senate Education Subcommittee Now!

Legislators & Educators
Education has been at the forefront this week beginning with a House Ways and Means
Education budget subcommittee when the State Department of Education presented
their budget request. Superintendent Molly Spearman included a request to raise the
minimum teacher salary to $40,000. While this is more than the Governor’s Executive
Budget proposal which also calls for teacher raise, it still does not meet The SCEA's
recommended increase for the starting teacher salary and salaries for all educators and
school staff.

Meanwhile a Senate Education Committee also met this week to discuss H.3590 a bill
that would allow non-certified teachers that are subject-matter experts to fill up to 25% of
teaching positions when a certified teacher is unavailable. The Senate Education
Committee advanced the amended bill that calls for a five-year pilot program that certain
districts can participate in. 

Other proposals covered this week include a bill aimed to incentivize education majors in
SC colleges by offering a $7,500 bonus upon graduation.

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ed3edf92fd16b0c219bf50c7da0abd5a3c0365d3b34fe21a792cb41029a4fc6100e065f0c0a2d7c5e5d44569808b7a6b8
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ec5877379c76ca85cf2687097411fce5fec5de2eb0896cc461eccea193eefd1ca60c92eeed44573e1c701059086eb0fad
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=001eb39c60608a8ef33d234583315f06cb637dcaa876457e29070d47311e70c61571c81f72d1dea59bc2c76dc16df3d282e42349619aa6bb
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=d503e9a753cdbbffac2115b1bec75ec151966d18fbea30f413175c91e31b7546cc2bb949faa5b8b8a7126cb5c7a6dd1ae03c81141b94ed25
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=d503e9a753cdbbff3a11bdf7b26cc3df4606fe126e24c8fac562f97967824d701dabc1569619733354877de219f4210f5cd9bdb87bebc726


Page 4 of 4

Contact your elected officials at any level on any
issue. 

Click this button to find their contact information,
including email, phone number, and even their
Facebook or Twitter.

Find & Contact Elected Officials

Do you believe every South Carolina student
deserves a great public school?

Make sure your state Senator & Representative
know that Public Education issues will have most

impact your decision as a voter. 

Take the Pledge!

The Week Ahead
Click here for a look at the meetings scheduled
for next week on bills of interest to education.

Want the latest on federal
legislation?

Check out Education Votes by NEA and subscribe
to the weekly Education Votes email.

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d52606aab8ecc916c58f7c0f495e7f6674db37d78c3e46dcecf1e7e54b0d648c4cfe19701fa4b90d62bcefed081b88f43c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d5462b499ded34261f184288409ef81b8226485d970f8eea238e42bcb53c83252c303665ad2fcd2fb88fbaf133466ea11f
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d5eb64257397ebfce4d020f3575f88e14a519d6fc4f98a1cfd131afb2ad642b4eab993ca82d45231cc7db49e9c9617efea
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=d503e9a753cdbbfff2c566ca3ca74e47aca7e3afb6b8394e57c37d2a47a4a442470cd0cbb92fc2517080cf1650a1ff13ebbe4954ce14508b
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=d503e9a753cdbbff19b9a10d498333fdc5ae95433179422f781caa1894d56e187410ba080b62746c7a7831572e310ff37f003a15c9a52868
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=d503e9a753cdbbff9d46d622c7825f7732b16c5d4a34118534a33fbd0ce147b3c0e2c51024854f3e864c21c84d4a89929c1ad3d8bb818579
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d5007116cb894f54d8b7a574efb139e6f468001da6b911050f66012f7ff563e79dec318ed9a904d2f82cc6bd583c6832ef
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d577726eb93225bfbe54815ea40a38d8ff1ac9c1997cc7e66ca3264bf44c8f41afc5aa49cc041a7178e79b5761b93f0643
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=1a9c900f739b76d547d17db34c4addf4c9a5047def93f806d320fc11750e07f3cba4fabb057e858d3ef0da770c3446d77df4204893b97112



