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Legislative Update Week 7
Feb. 26, 2022

Top 3 Things to Know

1⃣

 Educator Raises - The House Ways and Means Committee... Our collective voice is
being heard! In their budget announcement, the House Ways and Means Committee
included a $4000 increase to every step of the teacher salary schedule, a 5% bus driver
pay increase, and an increase in classroom supply money to $300. 

The SCEA has been advocating for South Carolina to increase starting teacher salary to
the national average of $41,163, as well as equivalent increases for every step of the
schedule and for support staff. 

President Sherry East recently spoke with Nick Reagan of Charleston News 5 about The
SCEA's advocacy and the need for continued advocacy on this issue. This positive step
towards the national average shows the collective power of educators speaking out as
one voice. We must keep raising our voice as one to achieve the conditions all South
Carolina educators, school staff, and students deserve. Click here to take action!

- The Education and Public Works Subcommittee recommendation from
Wednesday can be read here
- The full Ways and Means Committee meeting summary from Thursday can be
read here
- A list of adopted proviso amendments from Thursday can be found here.

2⃣

Honesty in Education - This Tuesday the House Education and Public Works
Committee will be meeting a second time to listen to public testimony on several bills
that seek to that pit parents against educators. H.4325, H.4343, H.4392, H.4605, and
H.4799  Read The SCEA's submitted testimony from the previous hearing here. On their
surface, these bills claim to focus on banning "Critical Race Theory" but in actuality

Not getting Members Matter to your inbox? Members Matter is sent to all the email address on
file for all The SCEA members.

Don't forget to check your junk folder or the Promotions folder of gmail. To check your email on
file with The SCEA, contact Membership at membership@thescea.org or call 803-551-4141.

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968b7556f85281407aa8981409ec341e8ad77e40ba9f97560ae47c6312122e8e8697ae5235ceb673f806df164db1d01c36f52658e1e11c7a6bc
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9685b7e5c04457d26f5919c9267076b22bda75c38f1db9599dffe3f2d2deb19adf28262553add54f7a3003ebefbdcafc34a48c7c7621bad454f
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96862926692e60766e0a15efa89762db2fc4ed4217d0be93d488fe0344832555107ce76234e13b10915b991108b3e73eb031ce698cad47f3aa6
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968c422d1dd54505b2b9707e5cb2737211a1cce2ae96ada4fa316d9e53286445a24f3b79c6ddf393a860a3bc86b4fa2e4e2
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968178247903857ba998d4eb8b6be48076faecb8d4911e3ccd1598437e9120b6225e86dabca40b4a0e0a3f12957d5ded58b
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96856834a8a7d32d9ce309398a3c2df6598e54857bda99500a37b8457e86d40f96bc829cffc622fb66be2b279afe3adee3c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968f32e582c5d2895af419dc3cafee4b9e3a8a8b29e50b7cae45d95a830be16d392c7098462472f74792a032d317b2a14e9f0f5f604374e041a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9681b6de0628f132ff722561989d3b811213be6e17a029815cbe4a03468d7a17c48e1f00343b9f145edc8fc5a508eb039ba3c63780b5a4b0e0a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96809a9e565d088a2f2ca6d2cabb6f164a623895f1352821a8461ce0db19fbd43875b16d3e8861722eca494fb64f9841c9ead92c8b5e02af119
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968d270bbe1baaa424bb76836fdc98e433a22fff4d5d938d3859dc3bff8a6d27112ad33837664296c6e6b1781adb962c732b3cd3d0de87d5872
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968d8853b289dd69e2a0ff34103c06a03072d5875163cf3e8069216b060974bc786d245ffc84436465f4b283ba791d41d46fe22097e230b7819
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9683905f0b899ce63946baa84e821c8b10a5eb799178a43aff6ae6f88954d67299511d5a404013ae4ca0106d07610f9fa5c
mailto:membership@thescea.org
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impose top-down censorship policies about topics not part of the SC education
standards. Read more to learn how to take action!

3⃣

 Senate Voucher Fight - The Full Senate Education Committee met for a the first time
to discuss voucher bill S.935 as a full committee on Wednesday. In the past seven
meetings, many concerns were expressed by educators, parents, and constituents, as
well as by Subcommittee Members Senator Jackson (Richland) and Senator Hutto
(Orangeburg). In fact, over 700 South Carolina constituents have used The SCEA's call to
action to ask the Subcommittee to urge them to oppose S.935.

No action was taken during Wednesday's meeting. However, the Committee discussed
the bill and several amendments, and has adopted the subcommittee amendments on S.
935 as a working document, which can be read here. The full meeting summary can be
read here. While public comment is not taken during full committee, you can still make
your voice heard and take action to stop this harmful voucher legislation. Read more to
take action! 
 

Check out the Week Ahead with Legislation and Meetings of Interest!

Use Your Educator Voice!

👍👍

Cheers - Senator Fanning (Fairfield), Representative Allison (Spartanburg), and
Pierce McNair for joining The SCEA members for A Day On for Public Education Virtual
Day of Action on Monday. Click their names to thank them for taking time to listen to and
encourage educators and school staff to take our place at the table and advocate!

The House Ways & Means Committee for proposing funding for the $4000 raise for
teachers on every step of the salary schedule and raises for bus drivers.  Click here to
thank the Committee for this proposal and to urge them to invest in every educator
and school staff person in every stage of their career! 

Senators not sponsoring harmful voucher bill S.935, as well as Senators Jackson
(Richland) and Hutto (Orangeburg) for not supporting a favorable report of harmful
voucher bill S.935, during subcommittee meetings on Wednesday.

Use this link to check out whether your Senator is one of the Senators not
sponsoring S.935 and to send an email thanking them for not sponsoring and urging
them not to support the bill. 

👎👎

Jeers - Twenty out of 29 Republican Senators are sponsoring S.935 Education
Scholarship Account Vouchers. 

Use this link to check out whether one of these 20 Republican Senators is your
state Senator, and to let them know you are disappointed in their support for
S.935, a bill that harms public schools.

Representatives Fry (Horry) and Crawford (Horry) added their names to sponsor harmful
anti-Honesty in Education bill H.4605.

applewebdata://04B42128-7182-4B61-9717-45272AB33871#take%20action
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968ab776f9fa64e80142515baee5f371e3a43033b61f3ace5435afd88ba86056c1e1d6f30a2527abaec0f5e5dc1b10a750d0655eb5c939a6081
mailto:DarrellJackson@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20equity-focused%20amendments%20to%20S.935
mailto:BradHutto@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20proposing%20equity-focused%20amendments%20to%20S.935
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968ab776f9fa64e80142515baee5f371e3a43033b61f3ace5435afd88ba86056c1e1d6f30a2527abaec0f5e5dc1b10a750d0655eb5c939a6081
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9686cb87272de0310fb59e214037ef5b60704e49a9f1c13a3300c0dd4bfc7ec4be81e6d11f5384caa355e85da440b52c734c95f99a0563f9255
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968ecec0c5a03304f09b828c1e3572233fc2e8220b0561681bbd9aefa60fe594b9f57a58753e911a1e98b1938125b2fb37b
applewebdata://04B42128-7182-4B61-9717-45272AB33871#take%20action
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968d1c475e77707794d1b05f97fe726db0deea47e3448d01036c762c6aa456037cb6c6160f3e8d680d915de49bfd76f7fde
mailto:fanningoec@gmail.com%20?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20speaking%20at%20A%20Day%20On%20for%20Public%20Education!
mailto:RitaAllison@schouse.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20contributing%20to%20A%20Day%20On%20for%20Public%20Education!
mailto:PierceMcNair@schouse.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20contributing%20to%20A%20Day%20On%20for%20Public%20Education!
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968cbf091f6225ba48c49fc8dddbd91cfa372bef98dcbe1c369e90cd4af74650ae0ded8fcc6748f847398c0eb4760abeac57b08532f98c93531
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9686cea45b5cc700b0503231b1b6d5c02528ef1bc2c4f93ef3dd810f8e1ca288dfe289b5106a5f191ed922152a69917b62dd2128bd4874e9fae
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968b3787efdc60392d060e894142301bc165dc477ec4c9cb15ec95435a12133053301add0fa40935d773dc3015e46a4f1de
mailto:DarrellJackson@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20voting%20against%20a%20favorable%20report%20of%20S.935
mailto:BradHutto@scsenate.gov?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20not%20supporting%20a%20favorable%20report%20of%20S.935
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968b3787efdc60392d060e894142301bc165dc477ec4c9cb15ec95435a12133053301add0fa40935d773dc3015e46a4f1de
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968a2d02a3e88971a6ec17dd7ec866f4debccdf4a9686d3e82336dd58663759524d7e950be5176633bfa1deae7689f7101cce8be6deb0e6c5e4
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968b3787efdc60392d060e894142301bc165dc477ec4c9cb15ec95435a12133053301add0fa40935d773dc3015e46a4f1de
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968489600b9ce7a00665585014adb39a9b84453e1d70352b8f57478d8a2d32c62ea45bc6240b45f6341f73cc1c7cb80382bdc3c03efe2616448
mailto:russellfry@schouse.gov?subject=I%20oppose%20H.4605!
mailto:heathercrawford@schouse.gov?subject=I%20do%20not%20support%20H.4605!
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9685498ca4a537a9b95c92ba3fb491972bdd2decd3135eb9806a90cc141a047527351bbc96ce515c48659e3970c49c2a3872820358dda948694
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Above: NEA President Becky Pringle joined The SCEA on Monday for A Day On for Public Education
Virtual Day of Action.

Take Action!
Another hearing will be held on Anti-Honesty in Education bills H.4325, H.4343, H.4392,
H.4605, and H.4799 will take place this Tuesday March 1st. You can read The SCEA's
submitted testimony from the previous hearing here.

If you previously emailed to give testimony and have not yet been heard, you can
email gingerlee@schouse.gov and request what number you are to speak at the
next hearing. We recommend replying from your your original email with the date
and time you originally requested since the order is determined on a first-come,
first-served basis.

If you want to learn more and take action, the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (LDF) has a comprehensive resource for learning about each bill,
as well as how to draft and submit testimony. In addition, you can reach out to The
SCEA Public Affairs for support in taking action!

The Full Senate Education committee will continue to discuss harmful voucher bill S.935.

You can help get the word out about this harmful legislation and the severe
consequences it could have for public schools by sharing on social media and,
most importantly, writing to your Senator now.

Click below to send an email to your Senator!

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968f32e582c5d2895af419dc3cafee4b9e3a8a8b29e50b7cae45d95a830be16d392c7098462472f74792a032d317b2a14e9f0f5f604374e041a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9681b6de0628f132ff722561989d3b811213be6e17a029815cbe4a03468d7a17c48e1f00343b9f145edc8fc5a508eb039ba3c63780b5a4b0e0a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96809a9e565d088a2f2ca6d2cabb6f164a623895f1352821a8461ce0db19fbd43875b16d3e8861722eca494fb64f9841c9ead92c8b5e02af119
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968d270bbe1baaa424bb76836fdc98e433a22fff4d5d938d3859dc3bff8a6d27112ad33837664296c6e6b1781adb962c732b3cd3d0de87d5872
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968d8853b289dd69e2a0ff34103c06a03072d5875163cf3e8069216b060974bc786d245ffc84436465f4b283ba791d41d46fe22097e230b7819
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9683905f0b899ce63946baa84e821c8b10a5eb799178a43aff6ae6f88954d67299511d5a404013ae4ca0106d07610f9fa5c
mailto:gingerlee@schouse.gov?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20comment%20at%20the%203.1.22%20hearing%20for%20H.4325%2C%20H.4343%2C%20H.4392%2C%20H.4605%2C%20H.4799
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96839bbc74a77e5eac8c75c8fae79e9f0f849a3a03638771d2f0a43635ce05ba4dd7a6699d009bcdf2f9e521ae9eccadcb7f18913cf06cade73
mailto:coconnell@thescea.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20take%20action%20the%20Anti-Truth%20Bills!
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968c5db1d3fb6554dbede72bd3c6efffccd1fdf87b11e8609846f4da43d000f03af87f0f4ffe3ac93b400955d284f6983e029e8a8cfce398774
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9682e0b19ec517d1bf6fc8a26b16b693c7deab073a66af2277d754af65982cf73f19b893795ca0873b3e02b7fbc078d2e7f1ce89295b90ca734
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96868f7290ad4ddb094cf47e87933eb6f108ad13d05a62f851af920bfff21fedb5bd59f061b8e82d562410257e6623b29efae4cdd5299a9ff17
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Email Your Senator Now!

Contact your elected officials at any level on any
issue. 

Click this button to find their contact information,
including email, phone number, and even their
Facebook or Twitter.

Find & Contact Elected Officials

Do you believe every South Carolina student
deserves a great public school?

Make sure your state Senator & Representative
know that Public Education issues will have most

impact your decision as a voter. 

Take the Pledge!

The Week Ahead &
Legislation of Interest
Click here for a look at the meetings scheduled
for next week on bills of interest to education.

Want the latest on federal
legislation?

Check out Education Votes by NEA and subscribe
to the weekly Education Votes email.

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968ddcc5ae1f417a6be668d1c641d31eb2f9e002789c9b262d0d1386487d055d1c65957e9963075ee010bc9168ce71611f4
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9685aa331ce1178ac243b24b1b36083b9be1a9c69eac322e1a9de794dc145f27856e1884b4babfc65100616a60e85a92fa9
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a9685e57ed7d957df565ea6730c3b554587ab9ba11821154b167e3091f427295336f5c3b3e0937fe7ef3d58443b044150465
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96868f7290ad4ddb094cf47e87933eb6f108ad13d05a62f851af920bfff21fedb5bd59f061b8e82d562410257e6623b29efae4cdd5299a9ff17
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96825116217681c64a799dbb429e5d8e8c04cce82dfb83d0cfdbaf682c59c02ebff02abe7a59026ad702170bec7b6c142234bafc4f52bfd2676
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968dddc7ae2d29250fae86c202676d98258b19c41cdd6286bee07e566883c9ae56e871f61726415523e6a8609bbd8be9fec
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968c766a7a04bb7c2e31a2b1feb8162e6af2f7310be7c3ac34e5036d1334cb1162c232e08e7bc9dbe5695c9c84595a9d39f9b4c92ab89389809
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968e4fb701c85747f9f4ea63bd24617cb0e6a8aaf23bf8ccff9703831f2a7f6d5382f3436aea1b4049564fc228493e1f423ad42d7df33f66f94
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a96840126d0e2b1927c021b9d76af937935f6c94a31dd440e346ef2faa67cbeb65ed0f76b09677db16421e08f54a244c01a9
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=20bbd87df1f7a968ad038cebc40efe35455c2603e82a6327659aacb464501a24720c8b4951c7ac88238699b9c5c7145ce4ec20a67c8568d7d91cf29fb8948f0e



