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Legislative Update Week 17
May 7, 2022

We're in the final countdown for the 2nd regular session of the 124th South
Carolina General Assembly.

This upcoming week is the final week of the session with Thursday, May
12th being Sine Die, the last day of the regular legislative session. Legislators will
return in June for budget purposes and other matters.

Top 3 Things to Know

1⃣

 Unencumbered Time Passes the House - A core priority of The SCEA Legislative
Agenda has made its way closer to the finish line! Your collective voice and the
advocacy of The SCEA resulted in the House saying "We hear you," and unanimously
passing duty-free unencumbered time for educators. 

The collective voice and advocacy of The SCEA resulted in the House unanimously
passing duty-free unencumbered time for educators through S.946.  The SCEA has
worked hard to make sure this important legislation advanced this session.

Because this bill already unanimously passed in the Senate, the next step is for the
Senate to vote on concurring or not concurring with the House passed version. 

You can reach out to your Senator now to urge them to concur with the House!

2⃣

 Senate votes to support aspiring educators - The Senate unanimously passed a

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf3583361b7e501d8997f5c1890f9e2622cc0cf9565381cd994dee071dd0bfa53d0edd139a6ca1fe273c979b9a8a079ad9992068b1696e3cb65e84a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf358336c0a572784e3662a35ef2ee3c591c6210df70363fe015595624009fa17b90b90cb2c96e02565f088f1ed27d32e464cfe0e60d728bee63797
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version of H.3588, the LIFE Scholarship bill that extends the Scholarship to include
education majors, as well as a service requirement for education scholarship recipients
to teach in South Carolina for each year they receive the scholarship. The next step is
for the Senate to concur with the strengthened House version of the bill.

South Carolina is currently facing a five-alarm educator shortage crisis. Attracting and
retaining educators has never been more urgent, and reducing the debt burden of
aspiring educators working to become certified educators is one way to meaningfully
attract talented new educators to the profession.

These valuable changes to H.3588 could begin to address the recruitment and
retention crisis to ensure every student in South Carolina has the highly qualified
educator they deserve in their classroom. 

You can write to your Representative now to your urge them to concur with the Senate
on H.3588.

3⃣

 House Voucher Fight - This week the House will begin debate on harmful voucher
bill S.935 that will take your public dollars to pay for private schools that can pick and
choose their students and discriminate against the most vulnerable children.

You can help stop harmful vouchers by calling and emailing your representative.

Don't forget that with any legislation or issue, you can reach out to your elected
official by phone, email, or even social media using this tool!

Check out the Week Ahead with Legislation and Meetings of Interest!

Above: Former state Senators Sheheen and Lourie, friends of The SCEA and hosts of South
Carolina's #1 political podcast Bourbon In The Back Room wish The SCEA members a Happy
Teacher Appreciation Week.

Use Your Educator Voice!

👍👍

 Cheers - Members like you for making your voice heard to advocate for
unencumbered time. Your collective voice and the advocacy of The SCEA resulted in
the House saying, "We hear you," and unanimously passing duty-free unencumbered
time for educators. 

You can reach out to your Senator now to urge them to concur with the House!

You can thank your Representative for voting YES on unencumbered time by

 Senate votes to support aspiring educators - The Senate unanimously passed a

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf3583310a207cae3120395d76d4aeab92121226688b86be2407cbdbc966b38cbb4b629e272e7d8e5c590e440dafbad8faa32ab6ff79119fc206d04
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf3583336f71589aaae8ab90c21edbda208f91d3f610df17650526f5e6cf062c15476db593d3f2d7f176f0d3145da6fe89fb2775326ed214653ccdd
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833b4977b9e8204a3e2d2bf2a95eb5b5e52c3b87c67398d434dbf4a3a73909209e08c25ba52897a10f3d5388e349583f89aed479789ee695e87
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833549e7e90880f9c85fe75932717908454ef6ce5c1fcd569b69062f5c65efdfa0ea40e2ac0fc5c06c206c1dd3ce2a3513e17b6c3092ccbec21
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf358335d8f29e9724de45ffef8f14089feac98f63847ab49c3483a6927c7b89063139d6332f0c05d38d84ff70f2b6c6e78579213b122f61704f6a7
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833dfdef3d9caf72b1814c1746cb3af1e73fd8d77756ef411aba43870e2867117f53706f7d48d11090ac38e972442754f8195e98cc4b403315c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833de1abe3db9fcf1b65763093def82c6809cce115de07399e4fb22f0b43faffd80e67f59887a4f48c76d4bbdd999036c89
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf358333083e3dfe590a12fa374f567804d411e5ec43ae240123ec1ea7808110dbf98f15ad6db35ea996d40fa03670fb9e442e2c9176298b086aaad
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833c975f92f2de02d9ac29afe42967079a9aded231ce5c8c80c50f03b7c55140673c5b382e27449aee142676827bb437495753dd97ad0000900
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833679af1b7f779af88c990cb7922c256b6c940fb73891716f9d2128b3401aef7b1445ecdabaf291b77bde100d61a0756eaa8bab805d221643a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833701bfc60a8b483e8ad7432fa20bb07a352ce04ecea5bcca73eefeab07ef0f5dbcc712d70e58f2fbac72f1b644347da816c388840926c4230
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finding their email here!

🚨🚨

Take Action!

🚨🚨

The House passed S.946, the unencumbered time bill, unanimously. The next step is for
the Senate to concur with the strengthened House version of the bill.  

Act Now: Tell your Senator to concur with the House on S.946. 

Write to your Senator now!

South Carolina's Public Schools and students are under attack from harmful legislation.

Your Representative needs to hear from you NOW. 

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833701bfc60a8b483e8ad7432fa20bb07a352ce04ecea5bcca73eefeab07ef0f5dbcc712d70e58f2fbac72f1b644347da816c388840926c4230
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf358333dd7c754c88a7e191720d615d9440135b271753d857592dce549197757748e3119411cc0713282ffa7536bd7efc33b6248a4c54d587d4b1a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=4e0865899bf35833faa8fbb8f99d2234f04a0cca7b7639abd353ed5fd9a5c1bed8eef372c101e5f6a7003f17b96c07e1891b26402956a421374a814dbe39d3ab
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc3162456f37e82755147866aaed00369dab5303b32069a72c3bfa13123e9b411344afec96efed165262f26fbe2e3f5f37431b0b2a7153f17b


Page 4 of 5

Tell them: Stand up for Public Schools. Say NO to voucher schemes!

Call your Representative! Email your Representative!

🗳🗳

 Primary Day is Coming! 

🗳🗳

The statewide primary election takes place on Tuesday, June 14, 2022.

Make sure your voice is heard—Check your voter registration or register to vote! 

Registration Deadlines & Information: 

ONLINE - Sunday, May 15, 2022
BY MAIL - (POSTMARKED) - Monday, May 16, 2022
IN PERSON - Friday, May 13, 2022

Click here to check your registration
Click here to register to vote

Contact your elected officials at any level on any
issue. 

Click this button to find their contact
information, including email, phone number, and
even their Facebook or Twitter.

Find & Contact Elected Officials

Do you believe every South Carolina student
deserves a great public school?

Make sure your state Senator & Representative
know that Public Education issues will have

most impact your decision as a voter. 

Take the Pledge!

The Week Ahead &
Legislation of Interest
Click here for a look at the meetings scheduled
for next week on bills of interest to education.

Want the latest on federal
legislation?

Check out Education Votes by NEA and
subscribe to the weekly Education Votes email.

http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc108f58e82e8cb05627b1b36f26109a0f0f5607f7365923205665b72356f228bfe561dafef7b5fac36740169dcc7c2ac5
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bccd49e70080b50f4c0d2b0cd1f0e0f2fc1e07f70eab84f1b92c8a3c1891a6e4fd7646bbe64a6e9f116c0f1e5471b7d49d
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc937ab92052c925fbcb86d6f97ed36385e681243dd405d24676f46feabd3cd5c369a5e90480fe910cd177417711d9f7e0
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc084366c9dd5f1383fb7e09e1be4d84a86a49e23f93d98a46c3036b9c655b417144fbba3380de2e7d5b656e89615c9a14
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bcefb62a30e88cccfc4e6ac4966000274cda3a59ca1ea8850e6840f042ff6402e390b39ff717ddf797fbd7f57d6314f3fe1ebfd6c858d4f337
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bca2e5e8bfe6fa0984c08144ae32a485fa75de460b79d2bdae2982ec88681544c6d18ec2d6a681bda1503b20b04c8231ebe976cc1dbdaab40c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc41cf2ee226e3d3a8bf10df0e5145f376ca180bbf618da85c0c210f13d1fc1cdc8b8ea577b22246d7109cd238a7c43b495e7188f17920de6a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc301e29e47e1faabef8e0749ff1e935f2e5bf6d8886e86825216334158ada960e7de79ee465e790933d350e0663071807316a050b0ea9bd76
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc3b54e0f32452d6b9d560c7da334ef4d50cb9d408de13f27b782e587f2bca79777a2255aa1435ebc4a4924ed93344355a
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bce74d91edd55aa1436db771b47d8588396751cec5b1ae653d97a152d67750c2a0a2c414249b7458aab46344d66ab31dc1ce6d21ce2275144c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bce74d91edd55aa1436db771b47d8588396751cec5b1ae653d97a152d67750c2a0a2c414249b7458aab46344d66ab31dc1ce6d21ce2275144c
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc8ab7d6b9b6f3e3946d0d08052a66194489372f6ffd667970ffc527cc5e18ca24efa371170a097f2dd730a371792784c8
http://click.email.nea.org/?qs=6b0823b3b19c84bc48a592b4f747f55df6a894ebd68c3349f844b9efd5630c94925397db1854535268c2c160efb75296de5d405459b7a2d6c7680986e38dfed8



